
LUDICROUS EXPENSES CLAIMS 
 
Peter Ainsworth (Con, Surrey East) 
Peter Ainsworth’s claim for a £957 ‘pewter finish’ radiator cover was rejected by the fees office. 
 
Mark Hoban (Con, Fareham) 
£35 on a toilet-roll holder, £100 for a shower rack, £79 for four silk cushions and £18 for a lavatory 
brush. He said: ‘At the time, I believed these claims were within the spirit of the rules’ 
. 
David Jones (Con, Clwyd West) 
£119 for a Corby trouser press. 
 
Sir Gerald Kaufman (Lab, Manchester Gorton) 
Claimed £8,865 for a Bang & Olufsen television. The claim was rejected, but the fees office did pay 
him £750 – the maximum allowable for a television under the second homes allowance. 
 
George Howarth (Lab, Knowsley North and Sefton East) 
Tried to claim £999 for a chest of drawers in his second home, telling the fees office that it was the 
only one that ‘matched’ the rest of his furniture. 
 
David Wilshire (Con, Spelthorne) 
Claimed a total of £6,000 towards redecorating his second home at some point in the future. He 
arranged to claim £66.66 a month for the ‘share of renewal of carpets/curtains every ten years’. 
 
Rosie Winterton (Lab, Doncaster Central) 
Tried to claim for ‘soundproofing’ the bedroom of her London home. The £890 bill was rejected by the 
fees office. 
 
Mike Penning (Con, Hemel Hempstead) 
Claimed £2.99 for a stainless steel dog bowl. He told the Daily Telegraph: ‘This was claimed for 
mistakenly, for which I apologize sincerely and will pay back.’ 
 
Natascha Engel (Lab, Derbyshire North East) 
Claimed £117.50 for ten copies of a DVD of her maiden speech to Parliament. She has since said she 
will pay the money back. 
 
Fraser Kemp (Lab, Houghton & Washington East) 
Claimed for sixteen bed sheets in less than two months. 
 
Austin Mitchell (Lab, Great Grimsby) 
Claims included 67p for Ginger Crinkle biscuits and 68p for a jar of Branston Pickle. 
 
Tim Yeo (Con, South Suffolk) 
Claimed £905.95 for a pink Sony Vaio laptop in November 2007. When his claim was disclosed Mr 
Yeo responded: ‘A laptop is a laptop whatever colour it is. This is a trivial point.’ 
 
Peter Luff (Con, Mid Worcestershire) 
Claimed £17,000 on his parliamentary expenses for furniture, linen and electrical goods over four 
years. This included three lavatory seats, three food mixers, two microwaves and ten sets of bed linen. 
 
Andrew Smith (Lab, Oxford East) 
Claimed a 50p carrier bag from Ikea as part of the £34,000 of expenses he used to renovate his 
house. 
 
Charles Kennedy (Lib Dem, Ross, Skye & Lochaber) Claimed back £35.75 spent in the House of 
Commons gift shop on three boxes of mints and two cuddly toys. 



David Heathcoat-Amory (Con, Wells) 
Between 2004 and 2007 claimed a total of £388.80 for horse manure for the garden of his second 
home. 
 
John Gummer (Con, Suffolk Coastal) 
The tax payer was billed more than £100 a year to remove moles from John Gummer’s estate, as part 
of more than £9,000 a year for gardening. 


